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Artist found 1nspiration
in the power tool aisle

Kathy Sawada never
thought she would
beeome a crafisperson. “1
had never used or even
considered wood as a
medium for artistic
expression,” says Kathy,
who was an aceredited
teacher and stay-at-home
mother. “While passing
time in yet another tool
store waiting for Jim, my
hushand, t¢ poke through
all the available gizmaos, [
discovered the seroll saw.”

with the use of a band
saw. “Those ereatigns got
me involved in an exhibi-
tion in Unionville which
subsequently involved me
in nsome fundraisers
which didn’t have any
relationship to my bhand
gaw boxes but sent me off
inte completely new direc-
tions,” explains Kathy.
One event required Kathy
to ponvert a rongh-hewn
milking stool into a work
of art while another pozed
a similar challenge using
a framed mirror, “My
works were a hit but T
couldn’t build the under-
lying  benches and
frames,” admits Kathy.

“Enter Jim’s cabinet-maik-
ing skills and the rest, as
they say, is history.”

Three years after ven-
turing into the craft field,
the Sawadas became full-
‘time craftspeople in 2002.
“Research, experimenta-
tion and imagination
keeps us moving along on
the road of discovery,”
Kathy says about the puz-
zle-top benches with coor-
dinating mirrors, boxes,
pegboards, chalkboards
and picture frames that
the couple creates. “One of
the things that is the most
fun in this line of work is
that we ncever know what
will be ereated next!”

All the itcms arc
designed and made by
this husband and wife
team. With pmmon cut-
ting and sound joinery
mchniqm, Jim builds all
the benchez and frames
from solid pine. Kathy
does all the desigming,
cutting, staining, painting
and finighing. The
Sawadas snjoy all agpects
of their work but thore
are artistic and practical
challenges to  solve.
“Always coming up with
new ideas and designs is
part of it. Then, we must
try different marketing

venues for the work until
we find the ones that
work best for us,” explains
Kathy. “Having had so
much positive and joyful
reaction to our work, how-
ever, makes it easy to
keep going and to create
new and fun pieces.” =

Kathy and Jim Sawada
will be showing their puz-
zle benches, mirrors, can-
dieholders and other fun-
spirited work at Muskoka
Arta & Crafts’ 41st
Summer Show. “Last year
wag our firgt time at this
show. The locale was
great, the show was well
attended and the cama-
roaderie that we experi-
enced was a real pleas-
ure,” says Kathy who will
be one of 180 creative
artists and craftspeople
from Muskoka, Ontario
and other provinees of
Canada,

Muskeka Arls & Crafts’
41ist annual Summer
Show takes place on July

18, 79 and 20 it Awesd

Willinms Memorial Parle,
loeated near the inteme—
tion of Santa’s Village
Road and Wellington
Street in Bracebridge.
Hours are Friday from 10
am. to 7 pm. and
Saturday and Sunday
from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m.
Admigaion is by donation

s |For more

and the parking is free.
information
llabout the show, visit
Mugkoka Arts & Crafts'
|Web  site at  www.
| muskokoartsandcrafts.co
| m or call 705-645-5501.

PUZZLING PIECE. Kathy

| Sawada's artistic inspira-
| tion caméfom a scrofl saw,

and the tool stifl plays an
important part in the work
she and her husband Jim
produce. They will have
thelr puzzle benches and
other works at the Mushoka
Arts and Crafts Summer




